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Lovesick? Girlfriend Problems? 


Womonspace presents .. . 


Loretia Love is presently complet- 
ing a B.A. in Psychology, and has 
extensive experience assisting 
women with their concerns. 


Dear Loretta: 

| picked up a copy of Womonspace News at a cafe near my 
school last week. I'm a seventeen-year-old high school student. As 
| was ona spare, | folded up the newsletter and hid it in my knapsack 
— that whole day | was scared that someone would see it and think 
| was queer. | don't know why | picked up the newsletter, all | know 
is | had to do it. 


| am really drawn to the idea of women being together, being 


friends and even living together. I've always thought | would marry 


someone | loved and have kids like everyone else. But the people | 
like and want to be close to are women, not men. I'm so mixed up! 
\'m afraid to tell anyone how | feel. My desire to be close to women 
isn't really that sexual — not like women together in Penthouse or 
Playboy — | just want to be best friends with a woman, get to know 
her, and do everything together. I'm afraid if | get too close to a 
woman, she will get a boyfriend and I'll get hurt. 


Nobody at school would ever guess how | feel (the boys in my 
grade voted me the best-looking girl in grade twelve). But when | go 
out with guys, | feel uncomfortable and panicky and afraid I'll hurt 
them. The boys always end up liking me more than | like them. | really 
hope things come together for me next year when | start university. 
Do you think | might be gay? | couldn't stand it if everyone thinks I'm 
weird or sick or that there's something wrong with me. My friends 
would hate me. Can gay people really be happy? | don't know that | 


can accept myself if | have to live like this and pretend I'm something — 


I'm not. Is this how gay people feel inside — ashamed, lonely, and 
afraid? Please help me. | don't know what to do. 


Desperately Seeking Answers. 


Dear Desperate: 


There are no easy solutions to any of these issues. | certainly — 
can't tell you whether or not you're gay; that's something only you — 


can discover. You have already taken significant steps in trying to 
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find out who you are. There is a lot of written material, both fiction — 
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Your questions and letters are wel- 

come! Loretta will try to answer as - 
many letters as possible. Please 

submit your mail to Loretta Love, c/o 

Womonspace, 9930 - 106 Street, 

Edmonton. 


and non-fiction available and | have found by past experience that 
reading really helps. 


While it is true that society can be intolerant towards 
homosexuals, by coming to terms with your own feelings and by 
accepting how you feel as healthy and normal for you, you can avoid 
much of the “ashamed lonely and afraid” feelings you talk about in 
your letter. Coming out is a lifetime process of learning who you 
really are. 


As you seem concerned about what your peers think, the best 
solution for you at this point is to go out with groups of people and 
avoid dating guys just to “fit in. It isn’t fair to allow a relationship 
with a man to develop when you know that it can’t work in the end. 


As for finding the community of homosexuals in Edmonton, 
organized sporting events are a great way to meet women; the 
University of Alberta has G.A.L.0.C. (Gays and Lesbians On Cam- 
pus); G.L.C.C.E. (Gay & Lesbian Community Centre) has an excel- 
lent counselling program; and don't hesitate to call the 
Womonspace office to find out about our numerous social activities. 


It will take time but you'll know what's right for you, and the 
Clearer your own sexuality will become as you develop relationships 
with other gay women. (A word of advice — if you do get into a 
relationship, make sure the person is settled about her sexuality and 
make sure you are both on the same wavelength about what you 
want out of the relationship.) Remember, no matter what your sexual 
preference: To thine own self be true. 


Loretta 


Confidential to M.D.K.: 


Sexual experimentation is OK as long as you and your partner 
trust each other and neither of you feels used or objectified by the 
experience. If you are comfortable with your experiences, stay away 
from those nasty labels such as “kinky”. 


Homophobia: Opposing Views 


by Wray D. 

Over the past two months | have been tossing 
around ideas in my mind regarding homophobia in 
anticipation of writing an article for this issue of the 
newsletter. I've also kept my eyes and ears open with 


the hope of gaining greater insight on this subject. The 


result of my contemplation and observations, in a nut- 
Shell, is ambivalence. | feel torn between knowing there 
is fear and discrimination directed toward the gay com- 
munity from the “straight world”; yet, at the same time, 
| cannot discount the many positive, supportive reac- 
tions | have had from a variety of 
heterosexuals regarding my gay 
lifestyle. Therefore, | don't feel | 
can definitively state 
homophobia is ubiquitous; nor 
could | ever state it is nonex- 
istent, because, in my opinion, neither accurately 
reflects the truth. Acceptance and rejection of a gay 
lifestyle, in effect, occurs at different times to different 
people for a variety of reasons. 

For instance, just the other day | felt for the first 
time in a while a homophobic and critical reaction from 
a woman | knew on an acquaintance level in high school 
years ago. | did not personally speak to this person, but 
a very close friend fo mine who lives in Vancouver ran 
into her at a movie theatre. The first thing she said was, 
“you know that old friend from high school — oh, 
what's her name — did you know she's gay?” Of 
course, my friend was taken back, not by her 
‘information’, but by her blatancy. So, she replied,: 
“Yes, | know she’s gay; she’s my best friend!” 

When | heard this story, | wasn’t sure whether to 
laugh or cry. | mean, this woman was a sort of outcast 
in high school (as was |). How is it that | gained some 
compassion for individuality from my experience as a 
teenager and she did not? Who knows. Anyway, | guess 


you're never sure of who will react in a homophobic way 


and who will not. 
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Which brings me to my next level of experience 
with “disclosing my lesbianism” to straight people: 
acceptance. Jane Rule has stated: “The fear is far worse 
than the fact.” She was apparently making an observa- 
tion about our own fears of being rejected in relation to 
the actual response we receive; Sometimes our own 
anticipation of rejection and homophobia causes us 
more stress than the actual reaction. 

Essentially, it should be said that not all straight 
people are homophobic. Personally, | have had a 
variety of positive reactions from many people. At the 
same time, though, | have to 
admit that | have never lost my 


... the best answer is to recognize edge of apprehension when it 
not all people are homophobic and comes to talking about my per- 
not all are accepting. 


sonal life. | often fear their reac- 
tion will be negative. For 
example, | fear | will be discriminated against at my 
workplace, and therefore, choose not to disclose my 
sexual orientation tomy co-workers. Perhaps mycon- 
cern of rejection is wrapped up in fearing that | will be 
treated differently onasocial/emotional level after dis- 
Closing that | am gay more than | am worried about 
losing my job. 

In light of these ideas, | suppose | could say that | 
am limiting my life experience by allowing fear to enter 
my world before there is something to fear. Yet, we all 
know homophobia does exist; many straight people 
don't understand homosexuality, and therefore, don't 
‘tolerate’ it. The result is that we feel we must be 
Cautious. However, homophobics are the people miss- 
ing out on all that life has to offer and all the people they 
may befriend. So, what is the answer to the problem? | 
would say the best answer is to recognize not all people 
are homophobic and not all are accepting. So, live your 
life according to your own heart, your own soul, and 
your Own common sense when it comes to disclosure. 
Perhaps some day we won't have to worry about it. 
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From the printer’s point of view 


by Lisa Ashley 

| am a curious person by nature. When | was three 
years old my mother took me to a doctor because she 
thought | was talking too much for my age. Then, in 
second grade, she received a phone call from the 
vice-principal of my school. He was concerned that | 
was “unnaturally preoccupied with issues inap- 
propriate for my years” (I asked my teacher who made 
God). Even as a young adolescent my natural inquisi- 
tiveness was thwarted, when, in the Alberta Girls Drum 
and Bugle Band (which | now wryly refer to as ‘The band 
from Auschwitz’), the band’s director would say to the 
ninety or so girls sitting around him on the gym floor: 
“Any questions? Except you", he would says, pointing 
at me. “You ask too damn many questions”. 

So, when | went with Barb 
and Wray on my first visit to the 
printer to proofread last month's 
edition of the Womonspace 
News, it wasn't surprising that | 
had a few queries. 

For Example: | know | 
shouldn't care too much about 
what people think, but | couldn't 
help wondering what this printer 
guy thinks of all these dykes coming in once a month 
with their newsletter. Particularly since in last month's 
issue, we ran a Somewhat steamy little story, and, well, 
| couldn't help but speculate as to what was on the guy's 
mind (I'm sure he thinks we lesbians are an uneducated 
lot, at the very least, as we can never quite seem to 
agree on the spelling of the word “woman’.) 

0 the next day when | went to pick up the final 
printed draft, | kind of took my time looking it over, 
trying to think of a way to strike up a conversation. He 
eventually offered me a coffee, which | affably accepted. 


‘I guess | see homosexuality as a 
problem. /f one of my kids, started ses me off is all these attractive, 
to have tendencies like that, say, at 
age fifteen, well — they all have 
tendencies at that age — it's just 
got to be stopped. 


Talking to people | don't know about volatile, con- 
troversial issues isn't something I've done a whole lot of, 
but for some reason | felt compelled to talk to the guy. 

“Busy today?” | imaginatively asked. 

He replied with an answer that | didn’t quite hear, 
but | think it was something about being caught with 
his fonts down. Maybe now wasn't the best time. | was 
already in the back room, leaning against the 
doorframe, though. | had to say something. 

“| was wondering, I’m kind of curious, actually — 
uh, what do you ¢hink of all these gay women, doing 
their newsletter, and stuff...” 

“Hell, | got no problem with you people. | mean, | 
always get paid on time, and it's good work.” 

| nod and go back and sit in the room out front with 
my coffee. A minute goes by. 
Two minutes. He re-appears in 
the doorway. “What really pis- 


pretty women, it’s such a wasle, 
if you know what | mean.” 


| nod. He keeps talking. ‘I 
mean, | don’t always agree with 
what the newsletter says. A lot of 
it | disagree with, you know, like 
a lot of the ideas, and the way you guys spell "women" 
differently all the time. | don’t think anyone should be 
messing with the English language.” 

“It is kind of different.” 

He goes back into his room; | can see him sitting 
ata computer. A couple more minutes pass. He returns 
fo the main room and pulls u a chair. “I don’t think it’s 
right — it’s unnatural. | have this thing about natural 
order, natural justice. And families. | have a problem 
with that, too. | just can’t see two lesbians or two guys 
calling themselves a family.” 
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“And how are the kids going to turn out? | guess 
if a lesbian decides to get herself pregnant, well, that's 
her business. Nothing anyone can do about that, | 
guess. But adoption, that’s where | draw the line. 
Society has a responsibility to protect its kids. Like 
orphaned kids, they become the responsibility of 
society. | don't think we should ever give them to gay 
couples to raise, you know? But | know that some 
lesbians just go ahead and have their own. | was even 
asked to, you know, donate, but | said forget it, | don't 
believe in that test-tube crap.” 

“| just don’t understand it, that’s all. | can’t imagine 
ever being attracted to a guy, that’s for sure. it worries 
me.” 

“I guess | see homosexuality as a problem. If one 
of my kids, started to have tendencies like that, say, at 
age fifteen, well — they all have tendencies at that age 
— it's just got fo be stopped. Just like if you see your 
kid stealing your neighbour's property, it's your 
responsibility as a parent to put a stop to it. Not that 
being gay is like stealing, | guess it’s different than 
that. | just don't understand it.” 

“What about marriage? Do you think we should be 
allowed to get married if we want?” 

“Marriage, well, | guess that’s okay. And benefits 
and things like that, that’s okay, too.” 

“Working on this stuff has really opened my mind. 
you girls are nice people. I'm even good friends with 
one of your members. And | don’t have a problem 
printing the newsletter, really. But | have my views, my 
opinions, my prejudices. Not that all prejudices are 
necessarily bad. All societies have prejudices. We 


have a prejudice against murder, for example, That's — 


normal.” 

| finished the rest of my coffee, gathered up my pile 
of papers, and stood up. “I never did get your name’, 
| say to him. 

“Ray.” 

“I'm Lisa.” 
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We shook hands. | began to walk towards the door, 
but then | stopped and turned to him. “Ray, where do 
you think your ideas come from? Your parents, 
society, where?” 

“Oh, my parents, for sure. Definitely. But I've spent 
a lot of time thinking about this, a lot of years. I've 
made up my own mind.” 

“Well, it was nice talking fo you. Take care.” 

| zipped up my ski jacket as | climbed the stairs 
and went outside. 

Meter had expired. No ticket, though. | climbed 
into my car, let it warm up for a minute or so, then 
pulled away from the curb. 

Maybe | ask too damn many questions. 


Upcoming 
Newsletter Issues 


May — Sports, Travel and Leisure 
What do lesbians do in their spare time? Tell us 
how you relax. 
June — Lesbian Marriage 
Are you married, or thinking about it? What would 
you say to other couples? 
July — Reproduction and Parenting 
What's it like raising kids in the gay community? Is 
there enough support? 


We would like to introduce our Letters to the Editor 
section. We welcome letters from womyn who would 
like to express their opinions on anything in the 
newsletter or issues regarding the lesbian community. 


Volunteer needed 


A Womonspace member who is blind needs a 
volunteer reader to tape the newsletter for her. Please 
leave your name on the Womonspace line if you are 


~ able to provide this service. 
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Crossword puzzle — clues 


DOWN 


BRO at 


Pre-judgment, bias 

Gay ; people who hate gays (usually males) 
and randomly seek out and beat them up 

What parents have been know to do to their gay 
children 

Views, ideas, opinions 

Gays often live their lives in 

be found 

To be afraid is to 

The negative opinions of others 
Repulsion, loathing 

Place to keep your clothes and/or your sexuality 
Seclusion 

To make fun of, deride. Gay people are often subject to this. 
Society's exaggerated views of the “typical” 
homosexual 

The physical assaults gays are sometimes subject to 
by the police and other various groups 

A very prejudiced person (a la Archie Bunker) 

To tease, ridicule 

Pain often felt when others reject you 

Empty sad feeling you get when you're alone and you 
don't want to be 

Animosity, resentment, intense dislike 

The emotion gays are entitled to feel when they are 
Oppressed, incensed 

Emotional ache many “alternative lifestyle” individuals 
must experience to be who they are 

The sunburned area above the collar; ignorant person 
with narrow views 

Statutes enacted to protect individual rights; sorely 
lacking in Alberta 

Consciousness; something we all should be promoting 
Lack of knowledge; unwillingness to become informed 


. Trying not to 


ACROSS 


One who is picked on. Blameless person who ends up 
being the “fall guy” 

A sometimes judgmental group encompassing all the 
people around us 

Un-liberal, defensive, preservative political stand 
Un-wavering, fixed, unbending 

Unfair treatment resulting from membership in a 
minority group; a universal social ill for which there 
are no simple answers 

A certain breed of man very likely to feel threatened by 
the thought of homosexuality 

Panic, fear — the feeling you get when you're telling 
loved ones about your sexuality 

Rude remarks you get used to if you're “out” 

Sadly, gay people sometimes have to tell a lot of 
these; untruths 

Installation or implantation of ideas in someone's 
mind; word usually used when referring to politics 
Impolite, lacking in manners 

Inability to tolerate, eg. differences in others 

Not included 


. Irrational fear of homosexuals or of being labelled as such 


Many of us lead lives; very hush-hush, private 
General term for TV, radio, journalism; often a vehicle 
which promotes stereotyping 

Physical aggression often used against minorities 
What the world sometimes wishes we were; unseen, 
unheard 

A term used when physical expression between same- 
sexed persons is against the law 

A monumentally important concept; the primary means 
by which change will be effected 

Society exists for everyone to conform to the 
norm 

Angry emotion we should all feel when discrimination 
Or prejudice rears its ugly head 

What should be exercised by heterosexuals in public; 
also the primary purpose of a straightjacket 

What each of us must strive to maintain in ourselves 
Adjective used to describe someone's very /imited views 
Tyrannize, control 

Self-consciousness, uneasiness 
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| Have a Secret 


The love | feel 
For you 
ls loathsome to our peers 
Because of all their homophobic fears 


/ like to walk upon the edge 
To break the boundaries 
To sit upon the forbidden ledge 


/ go by aname that most despise 
| have a secret that must be kept 
/ live my life in lies 


/ wish! could tell you 
Just how | feel 
/ wish your love could be real 


Would you still be my friend 
Even if! bared my soul 
Would you still look at me the same 


If! told you 
That lam 


Gay? 


Sandra G. 


“Becoming aware of what we as women 
say about and to each other would go along 
way toward breaking the tendency of women 
to assume sameness of each other or to 
negatively evaluate differences. 


It's about honouring each other and 
valuing our differences, About becoming 
conscious of each other and the varying — 
and very real — contributions made by 
each one of us, each in our own special way. 
About awakening to the fact that when we 
devalue anyone, we devalue us all." 


“Through The Eyes of Women” 
“Through The Eyes of Love” 


Lorraine Kupfer 
Submitted by Katt 
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Activities/Events 


New group in Red Deer 


GALACA (Gay and Lesbian Association of Central 
Alberta) is a new social organization inRed Deer. GALACA 
replaces the now defunct GARD. A new gay/lesbian group 
is undoubtedly welcome in a town which once elected an 
MP who declared that there were definitely no 
homosexuals in his riding. GALACA can be reached at PO 
Box 1078, Red Deer, Alberta, T4N 6S5. 


Broadcasting ambitions? 


A female co-host is needed for Gaywire, the hour- 
long gay/lesbian program aired Thursday nights 
(6:00-7:00) on CJSR. The co-host will introduce music 
and features and possibly write copy. No technical 
knowledge is required. Call Harlan or Reg at 425-1736 
for more information. 


Planning for 
Gay Pride Week 


GALA invites all gay and lesbian organizations to 
select a representative to join the planning committee 
for Gay Pride Week in June. For information please call 
Michael or Maureen after at 454-8031. 


Queer Press 

Queer Press is a non-profit community publishing 
organization based in Toronto that publishes works of 
both lesbian and gay outlooks. 

They are accepting all types of writing from single 
poems to entire manuscripts. They request you send a 
letter of enquiry prior to submitting your work. 

Mail can be sent fo: Queer Press, PO Box 485, 
Station P. Toronto, Ontario, M5S 271; or phone (416) 
516-3363. 
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Reminder 


The St. Patricia’s Day Lesbian Limerick Contest is 
still on. Get your entires in by April 15. Mail your 
crudest and rudest creations to: Limerick Contest, 
Womonspace News, Basement, 9930 - 106 Street, Ed- 
monton, AB, T5K 107, or bring them to the General 
Meeting in April. Winners will be announced in the May 
newsletter. 


Winner and still champion! 


On March 8 - 9, 1991, in Brooks, Alberta, Donna D. 
won the All Around Provincial Power-Lifting cham- 
pionship. Donna not only took her class, but won 
overall on style and technique in the three disciplines: 
Dead Lift, Squats and Bench Press. Congratulations 
Donna. Well done. 
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General meeting minutes 


December 


Motion: That the minutes of the previous meeting be 
approved. 
Deb N/Janet C. — Carried 
Motion: That Womonspace increase the amount paid 
for catering to $350.00 /month. 
Candy D./Janet C. — Carried 
Motion: That the newsletter be extended to a maxi- 
mum of 12 pages at the discretion of the Newslet- 
ter Committee. 
Barb L./Deb N. — Carried 
Motion: To adjourn the meeting. 
| Katt /Candy D. — Carried 


February 


Motion: That Womonspace waive the annual mem- 
bership dues for #326 
Sandi S./Barb L. — Carried 
Motion: That Womonspace donate $100.00 to the 
“Delwin Vriend Defense Fund’. 
Jacquie B./Janet C. — Carried 
Motion: That the Womonspace banner be displayed 
at an information picket to be held on February 25. 
Barb L./Debi S. — Carried (1 abstention) 
Motion: That the colour of the newsletter be deter- 
mined by the Newsletter Committee. 
Barb L./Katt — Carried 
Motion: That Womonspace contribute $25 as a prize for 
an upcoming Limerick Contest in the newsletter. 
Jacquie B./Barb L. — Carried 
Motion: That in the event of a break-in, Womonspace 
will call an emergency board meeting to discuss 
the situation. 
Barb L./Jacquie B. — Carried 
Motion: That the editor of the newsletter be given a 
key to the office. 


Barb L./Agathe G. — Carried 
WOMONSPACE NEWSLETTER 
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Motion: That the Classics Baseball Team be allowed 
to co-sponsor the April ‘91 dance. 
Janet C./Jacquie B. — Carried © 


Motion: To adjourn the meeting. 
Kerri/Jacquie — Carried 


March 


Motion: That Womonspace transfer $2000.00 from 
our term deposit to Plan 24 and leave the balance 
ina term deposit. 


Agathe G./Barb L. — Carried. 


Motion: That dance prices be increased by $1.00 to 
$8.00 for non-members and $5.00 for members, 
effective for the April dance. 


Barb L./Agathe G. - Defeated 
(three in favour, five opposed) 


Motion: That Womonspace make up new contracts 
for groups co-sponsoring dances, the contracts to 
include the group's responsibilities and penalties 
for failing to meet all the responsibilities, the 
penalties to be a charge-back of $5.00/hr. if 
Womonspace has to provide volunteers because 
the group did not supply enough and also that the 
group would not be allowed to co-sponsor another 
dance for a period of one year. 


Candi D./Janice H. — Carried. 


Motion: That the Newsletter Committee be given the 
authority to determine the colour, typeface, and 
lay-out of the newsletter. 


Agathe G./Janet — Carried. 


Motion: That the dance ad and the Womonspace 
activities page be consolidated onto one page. 


Barb L./ Janet. — Carried. 


APRIL, 1991 


Classified Advertising 


As a service to our readers, the Womonspace News 
will print short ads from individuals at no charge. So, 
if you're looking for a roommate, or a mountain bike, 
or something of a more personal nature . . . Mail ads 
to: Womonspace News, Basement, 9930 - 106 St. T5K 
1C7. Deadline is the 15th of the month. 


THOWUW'S sci 


10128 - 100 Street Edmonton T5J ON8 
428-0320 


Call us for your catering needs. 
Anne Mageau — Khristina Savage — Pam Barrett 


Aunt Willma’s 


BABYSITTER AVAILABLE 
More than Art Food 
You Party — We Cater Experienced babysitter will babysit your children, 
Custom Eloral Desi evenings of the Womonspace Dances or other times. 
Caterer | fei Wow atiace Dees Please call Lianne at 465-6456. 


We Create Events 


W.J. Thompson — 474-7328 
#204, 5316 - 118 Ave. Edmonton AB TSC 1C4 


CONFUSED? 
Personal income tax preparation. Contact DJ: 
473-1992. 


TO LISA 


Get well soon. We miss your espieglerie at Newsletter 
meetings Best wishes from Womonspace. 


MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
Doors Open 4pm 
Music 10 pm 
Bar Service to 2 am 
Dancing to 3 am ae Sota Pee) aah Cokes 
ALL WEEK PARTY — DOORS AT 4 PM “Custom Art Framing” 
No Cover Charge to 9 PM — FREE Pool Tables AISOLOGAVa « OnENaL Shoppiig Cann 
10345 - 104 ST. EDMONTON ALBERTA Edmonton AB e 16B OP2 


(403) 426-3150 465-0534 
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Womonspace Activities 


All Womonspace activities are opento members | fourth Friday of every month, exceptfor May, 
and non-members. Activities are free unless | when itwill be the fifth Friday (May 31). 
otherwise noted. Everyone is welcome. 


—___________— | Newsletter Meeting 
General Meeting April 21, 3:00 p.m., Womyn’s building 
April 9, 7:30p.m., Womyn's building (Base- | (Basement, 9930 - 106 Street). 

ment, 9930 - 106 Street). 


—_______—_—_—— | Dance Meeting 
Lesbian Drop-in April 2, 7:30. Call the Womonspace line 
April 11, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Womyn's building | (425-0511) for the location. 

(Basement, 9930 - 106 Street). 


—______1——1———— | Womonspace Dance 

Card and Games Night | april 20, 8:00 p.m. - 1:00 am, Bonnie 
April 26, 7 - 10 p.m., Paul Kane House (10221 | Doon Hall (9420 - 93 Street) Admission: 
- 121 Street). Shadow will host this event on the | Members - $4.00, Non-members - $7.00. — 


: Credits 
Kerri, Sandra G. Barb L., Sandi S., Sue J., Wray D., Lisa A. 
Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace News do not 
necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of Womonspace. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 
Basement, 9930-106 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 107 

Phone: 425-0511 


